The role of placental cytogenetic cultures in intrauterine and neonatal deaths.
Knowledge of chromosomal status is useful in helping to explain fetal and neonatal deaths, but maceration has been felt to compromise the success rate. As well as skin fibroblast culture, the placenta can be sampled and this may be useful where permission for autopsy is refused. We examined placental cytogenetic results from 250 cases over a 5-year period. There was a success rate of 84.4%, with neither weight (< or > 500 g) nor maceration status showing a significant impact. Placentas sampled within 1 day were significantly more likely to give a positive culture. The results suggested that placental cytogenetic cultures should be attempted in all perinatal deaths where such information is desired.